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CONGRATULATIONS TO
AMERICAN CUSTOM YACHTS
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Team Que I_\iu,\' left to right: Chad Ford, Tan Fletcher, Wally Whitley, Sue Whitley, Capt. Travis Butters, Robert Helms, Brian Komer
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BRIEFS

Guatemala
Style

First-Class Fishing and
Service at Pacific Fins
By Dave Ferrell

he last time |

visited Guatemala

— more than 15
years ago — this small
Central American country
remained a relative mys-
tery in big-game fishing
circles. Bur the rraveling
angler and businessman
Tim Choate, who had been
one of the first Americans
to fish in Venezuela and
set up charter operations in

Costa Rica, saw opportunity

in the region’s enormous
sailfish populations. His
unbridled enthusiasm for
the large numbers of sails
in the area convinced the
International Light Tackle
Tournament Association
(ILTTA) to hold its annual
event there. He and local
fishing guru Fernando
Aguilar invited me down
to ride along on Choate's
boat during the tourney to
get some photographs and
maybe get a story. [ jumped
at the chance, and the boss
gave me the OK.

At that time there were
no fancy fishing lodges
open in Guatemala, so
all the participants stayed

in the then still-under-
construction Hotel Martira.
My brand-new wife tagged
along on this trip, and |
think the air condition-

ing in that hotel room

— which sounded like it
was tuned by a bad Harley
Davidson mechanic — was
one of the main reasons she
didn’t join me on another
trip for the next 10 years.
She did, however, get to
spend a day shopping with
the president of Guatemala
and his wife, which went a
long way toward fooling her
about my apparent impor-
tance for a year or two.

On my end, the trip
afforded the opportunity to
meet, and fish, with some
of the giants in the fishing
world, like Aguilar, Cho-
ate, Frank Johnson of Mold
Craft, Capt. John LaGrone
and the angling VanVleet
family from Curacao.

Since that trip long ago,
Guatemala blossomed into
one of the world’s billfish-
ing hot spots, with charter
boats there regularly releas-
ing more than 2,000 billfish
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Fins N’ Feathers Inn, which | bus and walked straight into

after a long, successful run,
a change of ownership
and complete renovation,
became the Pacific Fins
Resort. The new owners
did a fantastic job with
the place, and I have to
say, | sure wish the resort
would have been up and
running when | came here
15 years ago!

Five-Star Service
From the time our Mar-
lin University group landed
in Guatemala City, the staff
from Pacific Fins whisked
us into their care for the
riotous hour’s drive down to
the coast. A rowdy bunch
of students from the North-
east made the mistake of
trying to out-drink Walker
Holcomb on the short trip
and wound up ruing the day
they ever unscrewed the
cap of that bottle of rum.
We arrived at Pacific Fins
with our ears ringing from
the enthusiastic din on the

With local charter boats catching more than 2,000 billfish a

a tropical-themed party
thrown in our favor. Inun-
dated with food and drink,
we all looked forward to the
next few days of fishing and
hit the sack early to get a
fresh start.

Unfortunately, the
weather didn't want to
cooperate, and we awoke
to a cloudy gray dawn, a
steady drizzle and frequent
lightening strikes. As we
contemplated the first-
ever rainout for Marlin U,
Capt. Peter Wright did
an impromptu seminar
on boat handling to keep
everyone entertained while
we waited for the storm to
pass. Finally, after about
a 45-minute delay, we
boarded the bus to the port
and after a 15-minute drive,
arrived ar the docks.

I fished with my old
buddy, Capr. Ron Ham-
lin, and his mate Sammy
Baez on Caprain Hook for
the four days, and we got

year, Guatemala is home to one of the world’s most consistent
a year. Choate opened the ‘ billfish bites.

DAVE FERRELL




BB BOATS 57

n the 1950s, an old-

timey boatbuilder in

Manteo, North Carolina,
named Buddy Cannady
started building boats during
the winter months, using
charter-boat captains and
mates as the construction
workers since they weren't
heading offshore in the wild
weather off Oregon Inlet
anyway. The practice worked
especially well since these
same workers were often the
buyers. Cannady made a good
name for himself building
solid, hard-core commercial
charter-fishing boats.

Charter skipper Billy
Maxwell started work-
ing with Cannady in this
fashion, and the two struck
up a strong friendship. That
friendship eventually became
a partnership in 2000, and
BB Boats was born.

The most recent start
in the BB Boats shop —a
57-footer — has already
proven successful in some
respects. BB's hull number
one of this design, Aggres-
sor, presently fishes out of
Charleston, South Carolina.

BB Boats starts all of
their boats with juniper

frames, covering it in
AB fir marine-plywood
planking. Ultimately, the
cold-molded hull receives
two layers of %-inch
marine plywood on the
bottom and two layers of
Y4-inch on the sides. BB
encapsulates all the wood
in 1708 fiberglass cloth
impregnated with Gougeon
Brothers' West System
epoxy inside and out, and
seals the deal with high-
aloss Alexseal epoxy paints.
The cockpit on the new-
est 57 boasts an insulated
fish box, ice chest and
bait-rigging station as well
as freshwarer and saltwater
washdowns. And since
today’s sport-fishing boats
no longer seem so desirable
without mezzanine seating/
storage in the cockpit,
BB Boats signed on world-
famous Spencer Yachts
to produce advanced-
technology, lightweight
mezzanines for its boats.
Interior plans call for an
open, charter-style salon,
forward cabin, overfunder
single bunks in the compan-
ionway and a single head. As
befits a working charter-

fishing boat, you'll find
tackle storage, dry lockers
and a bait freczer below. But
even workboars demand
some comfort, so BB
includes a 24,000 Bru Crui-
sair air conditioner powered
by an 8 kW Phasor genera-
tor. Though standard power
for charter purposes would
be the twin 575 hp Cat die-
sels offering about a 27-knot
cruise, you can order this 57
with up to 1,015 hp Cat-
erpillar C18s. Burt with the
smaller C9 Cats, you can
expect to burn a measly 35
gph at cruise,

The 2009 hull
marks the 3 lst boat
exceeding 55 feet

' SPECIFICATIONS |

Unlike many custom
boatbuilders today, BB Boats
still operates in the time-
honored tradition of frame
building. From plans drawn
on plywood to the captains
and mates who serve as car-
penters, BB Boats are built by
fishermen — for fishermen.

While generally not
considered flashy or fancy
vessels, BB boats represent
some strong and mighty sea-
faring hulls built for the men
who use them every day, far
offshore, staking their very
lives on them in all kinds of
weather. As Cannady once
said to me, “Our boats are
good enough for those who
use them.”

While visiting his work-
shop, | asked to see the line
drawings for the boat under
construction at the time.

He ambled over to a dust-
laden shelf and extracted a
cedar shingle with charcoal
drawings on it. “1 trash paper
plans, so I started using these
‘cause they last longer,” he
explained. And that sums up
BB Boats philosophy: Figure
out a way to make them
stronger so they last longer,
but don't spend a fortune in
the process.

Oh, and [ know we usu-
ally run an artist’s rendering
of the coming boat in our
On the Drawing Board
section, but it’s pretty tough
to reproduce a drawing from
a cedar shingle.

— Dean Travis Clarke

thar Buddy Can- | '
nady has l:uilr in | LOA 57! :
his career and the | 3EAM i
e S DRAFT 3@ |
firstdesignedand | \WEIGHT 29,000 pounds :
lofted by his part- ' (loaded) .:
ner, Billy Maxwell. FUEL 600 gallons !
And since the com- | WATER 55 gallons '
pany prides itself on | POWER g 575 ‘}I]lp P j
e s R aterpillar C9 diesels |
e | e Sy
boatbuilding BB Boats

operation, H]’? Boats | Manteo, North Carolina |
ouarantees price | 252.473.1007 1
and delivery in the www.bbboatsinc.com i

spring of 2009.
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to catch up a bit while |
watched a couple of master
fishermen at work. Hamlin
fished with four teasers,
either two standard Mold

. Craft Four-Eyed Monsters

or a Four-Eyed Monster
and Squid Chain from the
bridge teaser, and two lures
pulled from the cockpit.
Hamlin pulled the bridge
teasers extremely close as
well, probably no more
than 15 feet from the end
of the transom.

We fished two circle-
hook ballyhoo from the long
outrigger positions and kept
two more ready to pitch.
The crew also kept a mack-
erel rigged and ready to pitch
if a marlin chose to make an
appearance in the spread.

Steady Action
While we were there,
the sails had moved
offshore a bit, forcing the
boats to make 40-mile runs
the first couple of days. The
run was worth it, however,
and once we started find-
ing the bait, pods of big,
hungry Pacific sails began
to rise into our spread.
Bites started to come in

twos and threes,
and all of our
anglers enjoyed
multiple shots

at the energetic
sails. Everyone
got a crash course
in pitch-baiting
that first day, and
we missed just

as many as we
caught on Captain
Hook. The other
boats reported
the same — 10
to 15 bites a day,
catching three to

10. They prob-

| ably would have posted

double-digit days with more
experienced anglers.
On our last day, after

| catching four sails, a mar-

lin swam up and ate our
left bridge teaser. It let go
immediately, faded back ro
the long bait and pounced.
A pretty little black took
off jumping, the hook situ-
ated perfectly in the corner
of the fish's mouth, and our
angler wound up the belly
in the line. Not 10 minutes
later, we got the release on
the 200-pounder and had
the marlin teasers out to
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Getting There

A ) |

Few fishing lodges in the world can match the amenities found

at the Pacific Fins Resort & Marina.

try and scare up a blue one
for the grand slam. After
three more sails, a fired-up
blue marlin crashed the
right bridge teaser; ate the
right long teaser several
times; crossed the wake
and pounced on the left
short teaser; then faded
back and chewed the right
long. It never once made
a swipe at our perfectly
swimming ballyhoo. As
our grand slam faded out of
sight, Hamlin turned the
boat toward home.

Back at the dock, several
of the anglers recounted
tales of their first-ever mar-
lin, while one boat decided
to go on a meat hunt, bring-
ing back several big dolphin
and tuna to feed the crowd.
(We were plagued by giant
dorado the entire trip!)

Qur first Marlin Univer-
sity in Guatemala proved to
be an enormous success, in
no small part to the efforts
of the fine staff at Pacific
Fins Resort. | know I won't

wait 15 years to go back!

International flights to Guatemala City can be arranged from most major cities in
the United States. It's only a two-hour flight from Miami, Florida, and 2% hours from
Houston, Texas. Many U.S. hubs offer nonstop flights. Most parties arrive the after-
noon prior to their first day of fishing.

American passport holders do not require a visa to enter Guatemala.
Most other passport holders do not require a visa either, but you
should check your individual requirements before leaving.
Once you arrive in Guatemala City, retrieve your baggage

and clear immigration, you will be met by a Pacific Fins chauf-

P feur. You will then drive 60 miles south to Iztapa in the com-
fort of an air-conditioned van. The lodge provides cold beer

and soda for your hour-and-15-minute drive on a modern four-
lane expressway. Along the way, you'll see beautiful farms,
forests and active volcanoes in the distance.

Make sure you leave time to visit the ancient city of

Antigua. A showcase of beautiful colonial-style architecture,

Antigua offers a wide variety of quality restaurants and bars
and is probably the safest city in Guatemala.
The management at Pacific Fins can

COSTA
RICA

PANAMA

arrange a tour.

For more information on Pacific Fins
Resort & Marina, call 888-700-FINS,
or visit www.pacificfins.com.

COURTESY PACIFIC FINS
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